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SUBJECT: RICE FOR CAMBODIA 

REF: BANGKOK 14952 

LY KIM HERG TELEPHONED TO ECON/CML COUNSELOR AT NOON 
SEPTEMBER 14 TO SAY THAT THAI MARITIME NAVIGATION COMPANY 
DEMANDING TOO HIGH A PRICE FOR SHIPPING AND THAT HE (HERGG 
HAD REFUSED TO PAY IT. HOWEVER, ANOTHER MEETING WAS SCHEDULED 
FORHHHE AFTERNOON AND ORG WAS FAIRLY OPTIMISTIC ABOUT AGREEING 
ON AN ACCEPTABLE FIGURE. HE PROMISED TO REPORT THE OUTCOME 
LATER IN THE DAY, AND DID SO BUT UNFORTUNATELY THE CALL DID 
NOT REACH AN EMBASSY OFFICER. HOWEVER, THE MESSAGE DID SAY 
HE HAD SIGNED A CONTRACT FOR SHIPPING THE RICE. SUBSEQUENT 
EFFORTS TO REACH HERG AT HIS HOTEL WERE UNSUCCESSFUL. 

MOREOVER, HE CHECKED OUT OF HIS HOTEL EARLY SATURDAY MORNING 
SEPTEMBER 15, PRESUMABLY TO RETURN TO PHNOM PENH. 
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